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His Holiness, Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad, is widely 
acknowledged as a man of peace. His Holiness leads a global 
community that is established in more than 212 countries and is 
focused on peace. His Holiness has spoken in parliaments across 
the world and has also repeatedly drawn attention to the dire 
situation in the Middle East and how ongoing hostilities and 
oppression pose a serious risk of escalating into a wider conflict.  
 
In relation to the 7 October 2023 attacks by Hamas, 
His Holiness unequivocally condemned the actions 
of Hamas and said they were completely against the 
teachings and principles of Islam. He also con-
demned the subsequent killing of innocent civilians 
by Israel, noting that its actions had exceeded all 
limits. His Holiness underlined the need to end 
hostilities on all sides with an immediate ceasefire, 
the need to allow humanitarian aid to reach all in 
need and for a lasting peace to be secured based on 
absolute justice. His Holiness reiterated that a 
lasting peace must enable all people in the region, 
Jews, Christians and Muslims, to live in peace and 
harmony.  
 
We present just a few extracts of his statements in this leaflet.



 
Alarming risk of global conflict 

“The rate at which the state of war is escalating, and how the Israeli government 
and other major global powers are adopting certain policies, it’s apparent that 
a world war is staring us in the face. Now, even some leaders of Muslim 
countries have begun to openly state, as have Russia and China, and so too, 
Western analysts have begun to write and proclaim that the scope of this war 
seems to be expanding. If wise policies are not immediately adopted, the world 
will face devastation. All of this is being reported in the media. The (harrowing) 
state of affairs is in front of you all.”  
 
 “For as long as [world leaders] do not courageously strive for a ceasefire, they 
are invariably responsible for taking the world towards destruction.”  

 
The need for adherence to international law 

“Israeli government officials say, “Hamas killed our innocents, hence we will 
seek revenge.”  This ‘revenge’ has now exceeded all limits. The loss of Palestinian 
lives, as reported, is four to five times greater than the loss of Israeli lives. If 
their aim is to eliminate Hamas, as they so claim, then they should directly 
combat them. Why are they killing women, children, and the elderly? They have 
also deprived people of water, sustenance and medical care. This is where all 
claims to human rights and rules of warfare cease to exist when it comes to 
these governments.”  
 
 “Indeed, some do draw people’s attention towards this, such as the former US 
President Obama, who in recent days stated even if one is to wage war, one 
should fight in accordance with the rules of warfare, and civilians should not be 
harmed.  
 
 “The UN Secretary-General also spoke in the same vein, whereupon the Israeli 
government raised an uproar over this. The claimants of peace in the rest of 
the world, who consider themselves to be those who establish peace and 
champions thereof, did not utter a word in support of the Secretary-General. 
Rather, they distanced themselves from it.”  
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The need for unbiased media  
 “Western media overly amplifies one side of the story while sidelining the other 
to the back pages. For example, recently among the women who were freed 
[by Hamas], one woman said she was treated well in captivity. This story was 
relegated into a corner, while a statement saying “Hamas’ imprisonment was 
a hell” is continuously making headlines.” 
 
 “True justice requires presenting all affairs. Let the world determine who the 
oppressor and oppressed are, to what extent this war is warranted and at what 
point it should end. All the state of affairs should be presented to the world, as 
opposed to presenting merely one-sided coverage.”  
 

Focus on prayer 
“We should lay great focus on our prayers. We should pray for the end to this 
oppression and strive to end it in our remits...And may He [Allah] bestow 
wisdom upon the world. Amin.” 

The need to end injustice and oppression 
“At this time, I wish to make an appeal for prayers regarding the current situation 
in the world. Now, some journalists in the west, or even in America have written 
in their newspapers, that there should be a limit to revenge. Furthermore, America 
and other western countries should play their parts in [preventing] the 
Israel/Hamas War, and try to reconcile or reach a ceasefire. But the authors also 
write that it seems that, instead of stopping this war, they are hellbent on fanning 
the flames. 
 
Just the same, it was in the news in America yesterday that one of the top foreign 
ministers handed in his resignation saying we have crossed the limits, injustice is 
being done to the innocent people of Palestine, and the world powers should 
pay heed to this matter. Thus, there are still those who are honourable among 
these people. 
 
Furthermore, Jewish Rabbis also appear in the media from time to time, speaking 
in favour [of Palestine] and are condemning the oppression. Russia’s Foreign 
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Affairs minister also stated, that if countries keep behaving in this manner, then 
this war will spread to the entire region; rather, I think that it will spread to the 
entire world.” 

 
Muslim countries must unite for peace 
“Thus, these people need to come to their senses. As I have said before, the 
Muslim countries must unite as one, with one voice. If they speak as one voice 
(it is said that there are 53 or 54 countries), they will become a powerful force 
in the world, and they will have a stronger impact, otherwise individual voices 
here and there are of no consequence. This is one of the ways to establish peace 
in the world and end this war. Thus, to save the world from destruction, Muslims 
countries must strive to fulfill their role, may Allah enable them to do so.” 

 
Prayer for peace 
“...we must also fervently pray. May Allah end this war and protect the innocent, 
oppressed Palestinians so that they are not subjected to further injustices, and 
may Allah end all injustice in the world, wherever it is.” 

 

 
Innocent victims must not be targeted 
“For the past few days, a war has ensued between Hamas and Israel. As a result, 
women, children and the elderly have been killed and are continuing to lose their 
lives without any distinction.” 
 
“Even in a state of war, Islam does not permit the killing of women, children, 
elderly and innocent civilians. The Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings 
be upon him) gave strict instructions against doing so… In this recent escalation 
of the war, Hamas made the first move and attacked Israeli citizens. Leaving 
aside for a moment the fact that innocent people have been unjustly killed by 
the Israeli army, Muslims should ensure that they always adhere to the teachings 
of Islam.” 
 
“Where the Israeli army has carried out injustices, that is on them and there 
are better and lawful ways to address that. If there is a legitimate state of war, 
it should be entirely limited to the respective armies and never against innocent 
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women, children, elderly and civilians. In this respect, the action Hamas took must 
be condemned.” 
 
“Whatever injustice and cruelty Hamas committed, the response to that or war 
should have been restricted to Hamas. However, the (indiscriminate) response 
of the Israeli government is extremely dangerous and it seems that this conflict 
will not end here. In fact, it cannot even be imagined how many innocent women, 
children, elderly and civilians will lose their lives. The Israeli government has 
suggested it will destroy Gaza and to this end, they have carried out severe and 
overwhelming bombardment. They have turned the city to dust. Now the most 
recent development is that the Israeli Government is telling a million or so people 
to leave (Northern) Gaza immediately.” 

 
The need to uphold justice and the rule of law 

“Thankfully – albeit with much hesitation – the United Nations is, at least, now 
raising a faint voice in response to this development. They have said it is against 
human rights and would create huge problems and so Israel should think about 
their decision. Rather than unequivocally saying that it is wrong, and instead of 
taking a stronger stance, the United Nations is making mere requests.” 

 
Major powers must support de-escalation 

“...it seems that major powers are bent upon inciting war, rather than ending 
it…An ordinary person cannot even imagine the war that may now ensue as a 
result of the injustices that have been seen. The major powers know the intensity 
of the damage it will cause, yet, they are not interested in establishing justice 
and are unwilling to pay heed.”  

 
Muslims must work together for peace  

“In these circumstances, the Muslims should at least realise their responsibility 
and should pay heed. They must set aside their differences and must establish 
their unity. In order to better their relationships with the People of the Book, if 
Allah has given the commandment to the Muslims to call them towards “a word 
equal between us and you,” by uniting over the Unity of God, then Muslims who 
have the same creed, should unite between themselves even more so by setting 
aside their differences. They should ponder over this and should establish their 
unity. This is the only way of removing injustice from the world and of fulfilling 
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the obligations of justice and of 
establishing the rights of the oppressed. In 
order to do so, the Muslims must raise a 
strong voice in unison whilst coming 
together for those that are down trodden 
across the world.” 
 
“If the Muslims unite and are one, they 
will have a strong and impactful voice. 
Otherwise, the Muslim governments 
would be responsible for the deaths of innocent Muslims. Always keep the saying 
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) in mind – 
and this should be borne in mind by the major powers as well – that we must 
help both the oppressor and the oppressed.* We must understand the 
importance of this injunction.” 
 
“May Allah guide the Muslim powers so that they may unite in order to establish 
true justice. May the major world powers of the world also be granted right-
mindedness so that instead of taking the world towards destruction, they try to 
save it. They should not make it their objective to simply fulfil their selfish desires. 
They should always remember that if and when there is destruction, the major 
powers too will not be safe from it.”  

  
* Note: Here, His Holiness referred to the saying of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace 
and blessings be upon him): “Help your brother, whether he is an oppressor or he is an 
oppressed one.” People asked, “O Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings be upon him)! We 
understand helping a person if he is oppressed, but how should we help him if he is an 
oppressor?” The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) said, “By preventing him from 
oppressing others.” 

 
Critical need for justice   

“May Allah enable the major powers to fulfil the obligations of justice on both 
sides of the conflict in order to establish peace. It should not be that they become 
lenient towards one side at the cost of the other. May they not increase in 
injustice and may we come to see peace in the world.” 
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Oppression an cruelties must end 

“I would like to draw attention towards prayers. Firstly, pray for the people of 
Palestine who are suffering from huge injustices these days. They have been 
required to obtain permits to visit their own areas and Masjid Al-Aqsa [the Aqsa 
Mosque], but these permits are not given to them and they are prevented from 
going. Those who went there to offer prayers were forcibly prevented from doing 
so and were killed and persecuted by government officials and they became 
the targets of oppression. Likewise, they are being forcefully removed from Sheikh 
Jarrah which is a small neighbourhood of theirs, even though their own homes 
are there…The police are firing tear gas and bullets at people, in fact they have 
also launched airstrikes as well with the excuse that the enemy who they want 
to attack is hiding in those areas, when in actual fact they are committing 
cruelties and are attacking the general public.”  

 
Lack of accountability feeds injustice  

“The State Department of the US, which claims to uphold justice, yet they gave 
no statement when nine children were killed. They did not express any sympathy 
when nine of them passed away and now this number has increased. The New 
York Times has also written with reference to a report from the Human Rights 
Watch that in Israel and occupied territories of Palestine, Israel is giving 
preference to Jews over Palestinians. There is no justice so naturally they would 
give precedence to them. The report of Amnesty International also states that 
Palestinians are suffering great injustices. It is written in the Israeli national 
newspaper Haaretz: “Jerusalem is at boiling point. It was a senseless and 
provocative step to place hurdles at the Damascus Gate, which has caused 
anxiety amongst the residents during the blessed occasion of Ramadan, and led 
to the displacement of thousands of Palestinians from their homes in the Sheikh 
Jarrah neighbourhood. 

 
“The Haaretz newspaper also writes: ‘Peculiar indeed is the vision of justice 
based on the principle whereby ‘What’s mine is forever mine, and what’s yours 
is also forever mine.’ In this way the rights of the Palestinians are being usurped.” 
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The risk of increasing hostilities 

“If we observe the situation in the Middle East it is 
clear that the hatred and hostility between Israel and 
Palestine is continually increasing and at frequent 
intervals this enmity erupts into senseless violence and 
bloodshed. Then, we are all aware that relations 
between Israel and Iran are highly volatile. For a long 
time there has been a complete lack of trust and 
mutual hostilities seem to be increasing on a daily 
basis. In short, the vast majority of the world is engulfed in a state of disorder 
and conflict. Regrettably, the world has failed to devise an effective plan or 
strategy to free mankind from this desperate state.” 

 

 
The need to end cruelties and uphold justice 

“Compared to Israel, the Palestinians have no power or strength. Certainly all 
cruelty is wrong and so if Hamas is perpetrating cruelty, then the Muslim 
countries should also stop them. However, if you are to compare the relative 
strengths and cruelties of the two sides, it is as if one side is using a stick, whilst 
the other side is utilising a fully equipped army to perpetrate its injustice.” 
 
“Regardless, we can only pray that Allah the Almighty protects the persecuted 
and the innocent from this cruelty and that peace can be established.” 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS AT UK NATIONAL  
PEACE SYMPOSIUM, 14 MARCH 2015
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Injustice by world powers risks a global war 

“This is exactly what we are witnessing these days in the escalating conflict 
between Israel and Palestine. The major powers have openly expressed their 
outrage and concern at the situations in Syria, Libya or Egypt; even though it can 
be argued that they were, in essence, internal matters. Yet they do not seem to be 
concerned about, or that concerned about, the Palestinian people. This perceived 
double standard is causing grievances and malice to increase in the hearts of the 
people from Muslim countries against the major powers of the world. This anger 
and animosity is extremely dangerous and could boil over and explode at any 
time. What will the result of that be? How much damage will be done to the 
developing world? Will they even be able to survive? How much will the developed 
nations be affected? Only God knows the answer to such questions. I cannot 
answer these and nobody can answer these. What we can be certain about is 
that the peace of the world will be destroyed.” 

Let it be clear that I am not speaking in support or favour of any particular 
individual country. What I wish to say is that all forms of cruelty, wherever they 
exist, must be eradicated and stopped regardless of whether they are perpetrated 
by the people of Palestine, the people of Israel or the people of any other country. 
The cruelties must be stopped, because if they are allowed to spread, then the 
flames of hatred will surely engulf the entire world to such an extent, that people 
will soon forget about the troubles caused by the current economic crisis. Instead, 
they will face a much more horrifying state of affairs. There will be such a huge 
loss of life that we cannot even comprehend or imagine.” 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS AT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, 
BRUSSELS, 4 DECEMBER 2012
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